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““CANONICAL” STATESCANONICAL” STATES (2-20 keV)

rms ~ 5-8 %

rms ~ 1-2 %

rms ~ 5-8 %

rms ~ 30-40 %

e.g. Belloni et al. 2001
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- Evidence for a hard component was found also in Cyg X-2 (see Peterson 1973), 
and GX 349+2  (Greenhill et al. 1979),

- Limited attention given to these findings, partly because the nature 
of bright low mass X-ray binaries remained unclear until the early ‘80s

- Renewed interest in the early ‘90 thanks to the SIGMA discovery of hard 
components, extending up to 100-200 keV in Terzan 2 (Barret et al 1991), 
KS 1731-260 (Barret et al. 1992), SLX 1735-269 (Goldwurm et al. 1996), 
Terzan 1 (Borrell et al. 1996).

- Not as hard as BHC
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Two components needed (at least):
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Blackbody
kTBB = 0.6 keV,     
RBB = 37 km,     
Flux = 10% Ftot

Comp 
kTW = 1.0 keV,     
RW = 15 km,     
kTE = 3.0-3.3 keV,     
τ = 9.5-11.6
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